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And rising from these lofty groves,
Behold a ruin hoary,
The shatter'd front of Newark's Towers,
Renowned in Border story/   (Yarrow Visited.)
Newark is described and its history given at length in Scott's
'Border Antiquities.' It was a royal fortress, built by James II, partly
to overawe disorderly subjects, partly as a hunting-lodge for Ettrick
Forest, a royal demesne. Newark Lee is mentioned in the spirited
' Song of the Outlaw Murray,' already referred to. In this ballad a
Laird of Buccleuch, advising strong measures against the Outlaw, is
thus rebuked by the King:—
f Now'hand thy tongue, Sir Walter Scott,
Nor speik of reif nor felonie:
For had everye honeste man his awin kye [own cattle]
A right puir clan thy name wad be.'
A laird of Buccleuch, however, got possession of Newark and the
Keepership of Ettrick Forest in the troubled times after the battle
of Flodden.
1. 53. Buecleuch, Buck-cleuch. According to tradition, the
founder of the family, John Scott, gained the favour of King Ken-
neth by a feat of strength—seizing a huge buck with his hands and
carrying him on his back from the bottom of a deep cleuch or
clough. (See Canto VI, 1. 154.) But the tradition probably has
its origin in the name, not in any actual incident, like a whole
family of etymological traditions, of which the derivation of Gordon
from 'gore down/ with a legend about the 'goring down' of a
boar, is an example. * Cleuch' is a common termination in the
Ettrick Valley; e. g. Thorniecleuch, Drycleuch, Gamescleuch, &c.
1. 64. Perchance lie wished his boon denied. Perchance
Scott more than once, after undertaking to. write a ballad about
Gilpin Homer at the request of the Countess, repented in like man-
ner of his rashness.
1. 80. Charles I was twice at Holyrood. He was crowned there
in June, 1633, and he visited Edinburgh again in 1641. On both
occasions, but particularly the last, he had very serious questions to
discuss with very uneasy subjects touching Church government and
ceremonial. JBut even in the view of strict history, it would be a
permissible supposition that he found time to listen to harpers, if
harpers were then of sufficient dignity to be admitted to entertain
the Court on great state occasions. This last is more doubtful

